Web Writing/Editorial Exercise

(In Class)

Due Date 2-19-07

(50 Points)

Name:_____________________________

Date:_________

Objective: To understand how people read and write on the web, and determine how authors and or designers should write for the web. In addition you will gain invaluable experience at recognizing how content should be structured to capture the attention of your visitors and keep them on your site.

Please choose one of the following web sites and search for information that may interest you:

http://www.lossuenosresort.com/marina_village.html
http://www.cnn.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.wikipedia.org/
http://www.overstock.com/
You will begin examining your one of the above sites for the following:

· Promotional writing style (the control condition in the study)

· Concise writing style (50% word count of the control condition)

· Scannable writing style

· Objective writing style

· Combined style (concise, scannable, and objective in a single site)

Indicate the site you have chosen and write a brief summary describing which of the above categories best depicts the site you have chosen and why. 

Questionnaire (Part 1)
Please answer the following questions.

Circle the dot that best describes your answer. Please do not leave any question blank.

For each word below, please indicate how well it describes the Web site.
What was your URL________________________________

               Describes                                         Describes

               the site                                           the site

               very poorly                                       very well

Accurate         *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *

Annoying         *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *

Entertaining     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *

Helpful          *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *

Interesting      *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *

Likable          *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *

Please circle the appropriate dot for each of the following questions:
How easy is it to find specific information in this Web site?

          not at all easy                               very easy

          *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *

How satisfied are you with the site's quality of language?

          not at all                                         very

          satisfied                                     satisfied

          *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *

How frustrated did you feel while working in this site?

          not at all                                         very

          frustrated                                   frustrated

          *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *

Compared to what you expected, how quickly did the tasks go?

          not at all                                         very

          quickly                                         quickly

          *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *
